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Hello MFSDA Members!

This quarter for MFSDA has 
been a productive one in many 
ways. In June, we offered (and 
was able to achieve!) a Barn Hunt 
seminar on June 30th. Rob Bitler 
headed up this fun event and 
it was well received. The report 
was “a good time was had by all, 
with exception of the rats (just 
kidding!)

In July, the fabulous Dr. Carmen Battaglia gave a two-day seminar in St. 
Petersburg. Carolee Boyles did a ton of work to get this great seminar 
accomplished and 19 participants from mainly Florida, but also North 
Carolina, Ohio and Arkansas!, attended the event. Lots of wonderful 
comments were received about Dr. Battaglia and how the seminar was 
run. Kudos to all who helped put this very successful seminar together.

Now for the really cool news! As of last week, Hector and Meredith 
Hector reported as follows: “Woohooo!!! After several years of going 
through a lengthy AKC Club approval process, just received notifica-
tion that we have been approved for the next step on the accreditation 
process as the Mid Florida Sporting Dog Association! Thank You to all 
the club officers and members for doing their due diligence in making 
this monumental day a reality!! It has been a long time goal ☑️ Stay 
tuned for future Sporting Dog events...…”  I personally am so thrilled 
that all of the Hectors’ work has paid off! This is one huge step toward 
AKC accreditation and both Hector and Meredith have committed their 
time and efforts to bring this step to fruition. Thank you, H2 and M, for 
your dedication to MFSDA - moving forward toward the next step! We 
are working toward getting the 2 “B” matches underway and then on to 
further accreditation! 

FIELD NOTE!  We are still looking for a pointer-based trainer to bal-
ance out our seminar for ALL our sporting breeds. Please let me know if 
you’d like to run a workshop in the future.

• Health Article: Demystifying Kennel 
Cough 

• Member Brags
• June Meeting Minutes
• Event Calendar

2018 FSDA Executive Board: 
Kathi Leonhardt: President 
Rob Bitler: Vice President 
Megan Cloudman: Treasurer 
Laurel Medley: Secretary 
Bonnie Smith: Membership

Our email & PayPal address is 
fsda@flsportingdogs.com

As for ALL events, we are always looking for 
good members to volunteer to run them. 
Choose your most favorite venue and let us 
know when you’d like to set something up! We 
are offering 100% discounts to a Chairperson 
of any event you’d like to run! So, volunteer 
soon!

Looking forward to a great year as MFSDA!!

Kathi
Kathryn Leonhardt,
President



DEMYSTIFYING KENNEL COUGH

By: Carolee Anita Boyles

It’s the sound we all dread.  Three days after a successful show weekend, 
one of the dogs starts a dry, hacking cough.  At best, it will last a couple of 
days and disappear, and nobody else in the kennel will come down with it.  
At worst, it means very sick dogs, and in rare cases, death.
 
Dr, Cynda Crawford is a veterinarian at the University of Florida and one 
of the country’s leading experts on canine respiratory disease.  She also is a 
life-long exhibitor at AKC shows, and often serves as a show veterinarian.  
She said canine respiratory infections—commonly known generically as 

“kennel cough”—are often misunderstood in the show and performance venue world.
 
The proper name for what we all call kennel cough, Crawford said, is actually “canine infectious respi-
ratory disease,” or CIRD.  

“CIRD is complex because the same clinical signs can be caused by many different pathogens,” she said, 
“including parainfluenza virus, adenovirus type 2, distemper virus, herpes virus, two influenza viruses, respira-
tory coronavirus, pneumovirus, Bordetella bronchiseptica bacteria (Bordetella), Streptococcus zooepidemicus 
bacteria (Strep zoo), and Mycoplasma cynos bacteria (Mycoplasma). This isn’t an exhaustive list of respiratory 
pathogens. There are still plenty of respiratory disease outbreaks, especially in boarding kennels and shelters, 
where the pathogen is never identified despite extensive diagnostic efforts.”
 
To make matters more complicated, Crawford said, sick dogs often have more than one thing going on at the 
same time.’
 
“Many dogs have mixed viral and bacterial co-infections,” she said.  “Recent studies in the U.S. and Europe 
have shown that viral pathogens are the more common primary cause of respiratory infections in dogs, and 
co-infections with multiple viruses often occur.”
 
Because so many organisms are involved in CIRD, it’s impossible to make any specific statements about how 
infectious these diseases are, or how long a sick dog is likely to spread disease.  We can, however, make some 
broad brush statements about CIRD.

“In general, respiratory infections occur with equal opportunity in puppies and adults, regardless of vaccination 
status, because we don’t have vaccines for most of the agents and thus most dogs don’t have any pre-existing 
immunity,” Crawford said.  “It is true that puppies may suffer more serious disease than adults. It is also true 
that many dogs have subclinical infections where they aren’t sick and yet are contagious to others. These dogs 
contribute to spread of infection because they are not recognized as infected and removed from contact with 
other dogs. Differences in these organisms also affect the risk of infection.”

All of this explains why you may have a dog that gets sick after being at a show, but the other dogs in your 
household that have been exposed to the sick dog show no symptoms.  Not every dog that is exposed to one of 
these organisms becomes ill.



“A large proportion of adult dogs may not get sick even though they are 
infected,” Crawford said.  “This may be due to partial immunity that 
rapidly increases in response to infection and quickly eliminates the 
pathogen before disease occurs.”

This difference in how different dogs respond to exposure to an organism 
may be related to many factors.

“Virulence, length of incubation period, the timing of the shedding of organ-
isms, methods of transmission, and persistence in the environment all affect 
the risk of infection,” Crawford said.  “Respiratory pathogens are notorious 
for spreading through the air, which increases the difficulty of controlling 
transmission.  Today’s vaccines for most respiratory pathogens provide 
only partial protection because vaccine-induced antibodies don’t prevent 
infection, but do reduce the severity of the disease. In addition, there are no 
vaccines for some of the newly emerging pathogens that cause CIRD.”

Crawford said that except for canine distemper, the incubation period for the 
organisms that cause CIRD is less than a week, usually two to five days. 

“Sick dogs can spread disease before they show any clinical signs of ill-
ness,” she said.  “All of the viral and bacterial respiratory organisms are 
spread by contact with secretions from infected dogs, contact with objects 
that are contaminated with viruses and bacteria, and contact with large drop-
lets and aerosols that are caused by sick dogs coughing and sneezing.  Large 
droplets of respiratory secretions are sprayed in a 5-foot diameter zone 
around the infected dog. Aerosols, which are mists of very small respiratory 
droplets, can travel 20 feet or more and are a major source of respiratory 
disease spread in a kennel. This is the main reason that ill dogs should be 
isolated from the rest of the kennel.”  Infected dogs are contagious for up to 
two weeks.

Fortunately, most of these diseases have low mortality rates and most dogs 
recover in one to two weeks without complications. Bordetella infection in 
puppies, influenza and the pneumovirus can cause high fever and pneumo-
nia that is life-threatening if not treated appropriately. Distemper and Strep 
zoo infections start out as kennel cough but rapidly progress to diseases with 
high mortality rates.”

With all of these diseases, identifying exactly what the dog has is difficult.

“Since all the respiratory bacterial and viral pathogens cause kennel cough, 
at least during the first week of illness, the pathogen causing the infection 
cannot be diagnosed based on clinical signs,” Crawford said.  “Many own-
ers and vets assume that kennel cough is due to Bordetella bacterial infec-
tion and treat for several days with doxycycline antibiotic.  Evidence from 
diagnostic testing indicates, however, that most respiratory infections are 
viral and typically involve more than one virus. Dogs infected with viruses 
may appear to respond to antibiotic treatment, but in reality, these viruses 
have ‘run their course’ in a time frame that coincides with duration of anti-

Kennel cough is not a 
single disease; it is a com-
plex of diseases known as 
“canine infectious respi-
ratory disease, or CIRD, 
caused by a variety of 
viruses and bacteria.

• Viral and bacterial pathogens 
that cause CIRD are highly 
contagious, and dogs in group 
settings such as shows and 
kennels are at high risk. 

• The incubation period for most 
CIRD pathogens is two to five 
days.  This is why dogs ex-
posed at shows or kennels start 
coughing within the first week 
following the event. 

• Sick dogs are contagious for 
up to two weeks and should 
be isolated to reduce spread 
of disease.  Exposed dogs in 
the same household or kennel 
should also be isolated during 
this time. 

• Vaccination is very important, 
even though vaccines are not 
available for all pathogens that 
cause CIRD. 

• Vaccines don’t prevent infec-
tion in all dogs, but vaccinated 
dogs do not become as sick 
and recover more quickly than 
unvaccinated dogs.



biotic therapy. The exception is distemper; antibiotic treatment with doxycycline and other antibiotics does not 
typically change the severity or length of the disease or its progression to pneumonia and other complications.”

If you have a dog that becomes ill, the number one thing you can do to protect your other dogs is isolate 
it and prevent any contact between it and your uninfected animals.  Hygiene also is crucial.

“Viral and bacterial respiratory pathogens are easily inactivated by household bleach at a rate of ½ cup per 
gallon of water, Wysiwash, Trifectant, and Rescue,” Crawford said.  “Environmental surfaces contaminated 
with feces, urine, vomit, blood, and nasal discharge must first be cleaned with a detergent before applying the 
disinfectant product. The minimum contact time for all of these disinfectants is 10 minutes. Air drying is pre-
ferred if possible; moisture favors the survival of respiratory pathogens. Daily cleaning and disinfection should 
include food and water bowls, animal transport vehicles, and hallways to reduce the risk for environmental 
transmission of any infectious disease. Food and water bowls should be made of stainless steel instead of plas-
tic because scratched plastic is difficult to fully disinfect.” 
The cornerstone to the prevention of Bordetella, parainfluenza, adenovirus and distemper is vaccination, Craw-
ford said.  

“Vaccines for adenovirus, parainfluenza virus, and Bordetella bacteria do not prevent infection in all indi-
viduals,” she said.  “They do, however, provide protection against disease; vaccinated dogs are not as sick as 
unvaccinated dogs, and recover more quickly.  The distemper vaccine is the only one that actually prevents 
infection in properly vaccinated dogs.”

The two vaccines for canine influenza behave the same way as these other vaccines we are discussing.
“Like influenza vaccines for people and other species, these vaccines do not prevent infection but they reduce 
disease, shorten the disease period, protect against pneumonia, and shorten the time that the dog is contagious 
to others,” Crawford said.  

A number of people who show in conformation and performance venues have stopped giving “kennel cough” 
vaccine to their dogs because they feel that the vaccine conveys protection against too few organisms to war-
rant giving it.  

“When people say that, I assume they are speaking of the Bordetella vaccine which is commonly referred to 
as the ‘kennel cough shot,’” Crawford said.  “While I understand their logic, not vaccinating increases risk for 
more serious or prolonged disease. Studies have shown that the Bordetella vaccine effectively reduces disease, 
in that dogs are less sick and recover more quickly. Bordetella infection can be deadly in puppies, particularly 
unvaccinated ones, because they frequently develop pneumonia requiring hospital care. The best Bordetella 
vaccine is the one given intranasally; this vaccine induces a faster immune response than the injectable vac-
cine, the immunity is localized at the sites of infection, and puppies are able to respond well to this vaccine. 
Because Bordetella still is very prevalent and a frequent contributor to the kennel cough syndrome, it is con-
sidered a ‘core’ vaccine for dogs that are active in group settings such as shows and kennels where the risk for 
exposure is high, or are exposed to other dogs that frequent such settings.”

One myth that often circulates around shows is that when a dog has had one “strain” of kennel cough, it has 
increased immunity to other strains.  Crawford said this is not the case.

“First, there is no such thing as a ‘strain’ of kennel cough,” she said, “Kennel cough is a clinical syn-
drome, not an infectious agent. Kennel cough is caused by many viruses and bacteria. The immune 
response to infection by one of these viruses or bacteria does not confer immunity to the other viruses or 
bacteria.”



We are looking for contributors for: Conformation, Field (pointing & Retrieving), Agility, Rally, Track-
ing and all performace events. We welcome articles & stories about all kinds of events so that others can 

learn what these activities are and how they can get involved.  
 

Share your Stories & Information to: 
FSDANewsletter@FLSportingdogs.com

What does all of this mean when breeders are considering whether or not to breed a particular dog?  Very little.
 
“To my knowledge, there is no evidence yet for heritable traits or gene mutations that predispose dogs to 
respiratory infections,” Crawford said.  “However, there are certain breeds known to have genetically based 
immune system dysfunctions that predispose to these breeds to any infection.  Multiple episodes of respiratory 
infections can also be associated with environmental conditions and the effect of stress on the immune sys-
tem.”

Carolee Anita Boyles is a Florida-based freelance writer with more than 35 years’ experience covering a wide variety of subjects, 
with a particular emphasis on outdoor topics such as hunting, fishing, and sporting dogs.  She holds a BS in biology from Florida 
State University and a MFRC in Conservation of Natural Resources from the University of Florida.

The Mid Florida Golden Retriever Club & Southern Skies 
Flat Coated Retriever Club will be hosting a WC/WCI/

WCX hunt test in Montverde, Florida 
on Saturday, November 3rd 2018.  

It is open to all retriever breeds and poodles.  

The judges are Pat Kapco and Mike Orloff.  

The premium is now up on Entry Express. 

Notice for ALL Retreiver 

Breeds & Poodles

WORKING TEST 

in FL this November 



Member Brags
We had such a grand time at the FCRSA 
National Specialty in May!  
 Anyone we’ve 
trained with knows the 
struggles I’ve had with 
Fenigan and field work; 
he was very noise sensitive 
and didn’t want to pick up 
a bumper when other dogs 
were around because he had 
been jumped on by another dog 
for picking up a bumper when 
he was 16 months old.  But after 
more than 5 years of gradually 
working through those issues, he fi-
nally earned his WC at the Specialty.  
The best part of it all was that as we 
were waiting for the water marks, he 
was dragging me down the hill toward 
the gunners.  It was a long road, but well 
worth it!
 As the week progressed, Fenigan went on to earn qualifying legs in 
Open Jumpers in agility, Open B in obedience, and Rally Advanced and Rally Excellent.  
He met the requirements for the Tri Wizard Award by qualifying in not just three venues, but four.
 Then in July, at the Boca Raton Dog Club show in West Palm Beach, he earned the last point he need-
ed for his Bronze Grand Championship and retired from conformation.  He is now GCHB CH IntlCH UCD 
URO1 Jubilee Black Irish CDX PCDX BN GN GO RAE NAP NJP WC CGCA TKI L1C L1I.
 Bella decided she didn’t want to be left out, and at the National Specialty she finished her Beginner Nov-
ice and Novice titles in obedience, and her Rally Novice title.  She also earned a fourth placement in the Amateur 
Owner Handler Bitch class, which meant she qualified for the Tri Wizard Award as well.  She is now Corner-
stone Bella Donna De La Mer at Magnolia BN CD RN CGC TKN.

GCHS Crossroad Jockeyhill
Big Girls Don’t Cry, Fergie, 

and her son, 
CH Crossroad Jockeyhill Man In The 

Mirror, Jackson, 
won the Sporting Group at the prestigious 
Santa Barbara Breeders Showcase under 

judge Beth Sweigart. Both dogs are owned 
and bred by Laurie and Richard Green, 

Erline Jesseman and Jody Garcini.



Now that she is retired from field work, Bonnie Blue is trying 

something new and seems to be pretty good at it.  She 

earned her RATN title in Lakeland in July.  What is even more 

exciting is that she bumped up to the open class the next day 

and was the ONLY dog to qualify earning her 1st place and 

High in Trial.  

GCH,CH, HR, UH, USJ Labrys Earth’s Pretty Promise SH, 

AS, DS, WCX, RATN, CGC

Ginger Bean...aka “The Flying Bean” earned her 

Senior Air Retrieve title at the Dock Diving venue at the 

Tampa show.  She cleared 17ft. easily.  Now let’s see if 

those long legs can clear some master jumps.

CH, HR, USJ Ravenswood Major N’ Minor SH, AS, 

DS, CD, WCX, CGC

CH Moonstone N’ Magic’s Storm’s Brewin’ NSD
Breeder/Co owner Barbara Cook. Owner Marc Dean

New CH at 10 months with 3 Specialty/Specialty weekend 
Majors

GCH Sanderling Panache Covenant SH RA DS CGCA 
CDSP-S  

Silas enjoys water and bumpers; great fun for this 9.5 year 
old flattie.  

He earned his Senior Dock Diving Title at this event hosted 
by Bass Pro, Orlando.



Tropical Kennels, owned and operated by susan & Ed-
ward Schrank in Apopka FLORIDA IS proud to announce:

• 2 new Champions for 2018: our boys Gunner and 
Colin finished with their last Majors.(Bottom Photos)

• Our Reagan is now a Grand Champion (Top Left 
Photo)

• Our Vonda is in the Top 20 in our parent club ESS-
FTA her second year in a row (Top Right Photo)

• Tropical Kennels is now a “BRONZE LEVEL” 
BREEDER OF MERIT (Above Photo)

• We have 3 new Springer litters for 2018:
1. Our Vonda, a Westminster 2017 Select Bitch 

and Top 20 ESSFTA bitch for the past 2 years 
had a beautiful litter in June. 

2. Vonda’s daughter and champion, therapy dog 
and obedience titled, Petula had her litter in 
April, sired by our group winning, Royal Canin 
Award of Merit recipient Grand Champion 
REAGAN.

3. Our girl Skye, a Canadian Top 10 Springer, 
scent dog, agility and obedience titled, living in 
Nova Scotia, also had a litter sired by our Rea-
gan and puppies were born in September. 
This is Reagan’s 3rd beautiful litter!

Carrie, CH Moonstone’s Mystik Carousel-N-Motion JH SWA CGC TKA is the 
first and only weimaraner to earn the SWA (Scent Work Advanced) title. Breeder/Co 
owner Barbara Cook. Owner Sara Jane Elam



“Boomer” Ironwood’s Bing Bang Boom RN 
TKN, earned his Rally Novice Title



Mid-Florida Sporting Dog Association |MINUTES
Meeting date | time 6/20/2018 8:36 AM | Meeting location Conference Call

Meeting called by Rob Bitler 

Type of meeting Board Meeting 

Facilitator Rob Bitler 

Note taker Laurel Medley 

Timekeeper Laurel Medley 
 

Attendees 

• Kathi Leonhardt, Rob Bitler, Meredith Hector, Laurel 
Medley, Bonnie Smith, Megan Cloudman 

 

AGENDA TOPICS

The meeting of the Mid-Florida Sporting Dog Association was called to order at 8:36 am. Meredith 
Hector made a motion to approve the minutes from the board meeting (5/16/2018) which was 
seconded Bonnie Smith.  

Reports 

Treasurer’s Report: Megan Cloudman/ $2499.86 in the account with a deposit pending. Name is being changed on 
the account to Mid-Florida Sporting Association. $53 is still owed to Susan Schrank for hospitality at the February 
General Meeting. 

Field report:  Kathi Leonhardt/ Last workshop was held and all attending want to continue. A small fee will be 
charged for facility maintenance. 

Conformation/Accreditation: Meredith Hector/ Moving forward with AKC accreditation. State of Florida has 
approved the constitution and by-laws as conforming to state guidelines. Package is being re-submitted to AKC. 
Next step will be A-Matches. 

Membership: Bonnie Smith/ 90 voting members. Necessary percentage of AKC recognized sporting breeds are 
represented in the membership. 

Old Business
Activities:  

• Battaglia Seminar/ No report. 
• Barn Hunting/ Rob Bitler- 5 registrations have been received.

Indemnification Insurance: Tabled until after the seminar. 

New Business
None 

Next Board Meeting: 7/18/2018 at 8:30 AM via Conference Call. Laurel Medley motioned to adjourn, 2nd by Megan 
Cloudman at 8:54am. 



EVENTS








