
FSDA NEWSLETTER  March 2018 Volume 2 Issue 1

FLORIDASPORTINGDOGASSOCIATION.WEEBLY.COM/

FSDA  
NEWSLETTER 

March 2018

IN THIS ISSUE

Hello FSDAers!

A huge CONGRATULA-
TIONS to all the FSDA 
members who earned 
Award Ribbons this year! A 
whopping 43 ribbons were 
awarded at the Lakeland 
Strawberry Cluster show in 
the Air Museum on Feb-
ruary 16, 2018. It was so 
nice to see everyone and 
big thanks to our hospi-

tality chairs, Susan Schrank and Laurel Medley. Missy Brooks 
generously brought two lovely trays of food for all of us to 
enjoy as well. And of course, THANK YOU, Carolee Boyles, for 
designing and ordering all those gorgeous ribbons! We will be 
presenting more award ribbons next year so start getting those 
titles in 2018! (Remember: it’s ANY title from any venue - AKC, 
UKC, HRC etc.)

Florida Sporting Dog Association continues to push forward in 
its quest for AKC accreditation. Hector and Meredith Hector 
have finally retained information to finalize our request and we 
are currently working on satisfying all their requirements. As 
we get closer, we will keep you all abreast. Until then, we will 
keep offering fun and educational events to our members.

On the event front, Carolee Boyles has been working diligently 
on the Dr. Carmen Battaglia seminar. She has arranged for the 
St. Petersburg facility to host the seminar in July. More infor-
mation will be available soon. And Rob Bitler is looking into 
running another dock diving seminar in the near future. Also, 
we are looking for a field chair or two. It would be great to have 
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a retriever and a pointing team to run 
some field events. Are you or someone 
you know those people? Please reach out 
to us and let us know.

Here’s to a great start for FSDA members 
in 2018!
 
Warm Regards,
 
Kathryn Leonhardt FSDA President



Pythiosis (Fungal Infection) in Dogs 

Pythiosis is an umcommon and often fatal fungal infection that occurs in dogs, and rarely in cats. In dogs, it is 
generally contracted when animals with open sores drink, stand, or swim in stagnant water. It is caused by the 
aquatic mold Pythium insidiosum. Pythium is found in stagnant water throughout the southern United States, 
particularly around the Gulf Coast region.
What are the symptoms of pythiosis?

Worldwide, in dogs, the gastrointestinal form of the disease is most common. Dogs may vomit, have diarrhea, 
and weight loss. Often a mass can be palpated in the abdomen. The skin or subcutaneous form of the disease is 
less common. It is more likely to occur in dogs and cats living in the southeastern United States. Pythium enters 
the tissue of the animal through open sores or wounds. The infections appear as large swollen nodules that will 
ulcerate and drain. The lesions are the most common on the legs, head, and at the base of the tail. The lesions 
may itch and are often confused with other granulomatous conditions.
How is pythiosis diagnosed?

Infections with the Pythium fungus can be difficult to diagnose. Occasionally, the organism can be identified by 
taking swabs or biopsies and then identifying it under the microscope. Material from swabs and biopsies can 
also be cultured in the laboratory. However, pythiosis is often diagnosed after all other diseases have been ruled 
out. Researchers are attempting to develop a blood test to aid in the diagnosis of this disease.
What is the treatment for pythiosis?

Unless the disease is diagnosed early in its course, it is generally fatal. Treatment usually consists of surgical 
excision of the nodule(s). Unless the entire nodule can be removed, the prognosis is very poor. Oral or topical 
treatment with antifungal agents have not been shown to be very successful.

Source:petcoach.co

Note: It is important that your dog be treated quickly to give them a better chance of surviving pythiosis. This is 
an infection of the gastrointestinal tract that will cause your dog to develop an intestinal obstruction or abdom-
inal mass as the intestinal tract thickens. Do not wait to seek veterinary attention when you notice symptoms, 
early diagnosis and treatment is important when dealing with pythiosis.



 

 
 
 
 

Pythiosis is more commonly seen in warm, wet areas with lush vegetation, such as the Gulf Coast region of the 
US. Though Pythiosis is more commonly found in the SE quadrant of the USA; it has been diagnosed as far north a 
Canada, also in VA, WVA, IL, PA NH, CT, NY, WI, DE, MD, CA & OR.  Horses and dogs are the more common the 
victims of Pythium infections in the USA; however, humans and other animals can be infected. While pythiosis is not 
considered a “common” problem it is believed to be fatal in more than 95% of undiagnosed cases.  
 

History: 
Exposure to standing water (pond, puddle, gulley, etc); Pythium lives and grows on plants near water and reproduces via 
a “swimming spore” (zoospore) that travels through water to a new plant.  This is the infectious stage of Pythium that can 
also infect an animal through a break in the skin or by being ingested.   

 

Skin infections start as lesions that look like small puncture wounds.  These turn into large ulcerative abscesses that 
grow quickly and don’t respond to conventional anti-fungal drugs and medications. 
 

Gastrointestinal (GI) disease shows up weeks to months after exposure when the dog may show the following 
symptoms: 
1) Diarrhea, starting as an intermittent soft stool with or without blood progressing to a consistent watery stool, often with blood. 
2) Vomiting after eating starts when the patient’s intestinal tract becomes swollen and thickened to the point that food cannot pass 
through the infected area.  At this point the patient is in real danger and weight loss begins because the animal is getting very little 
nutrition from its food. 
3) Blood appears in the feces as the lesion grows and spreads to lymph nodes, etc. damaging the surrounding tissues and blood 
vessels.  The damaged blood vessels may release blood into the intestinal tract.  Blood in the feces is partially digested giving the stool 
a black, tarry appearance.  In some cases the blood loss and diarrhea becomes so severe that fresh “red” blood appears in the feces.    
4) Weight loss occurs as the patient’s ability to digest food decreases.  In advanced cases patients may lose 50% of their body weight.  
5) Loss of energy and activity is seen in advanced cases due to nutrition loss and perhaps due to pain as damage to the intestine 
continues. 
 

Usually diagnosis is made via Barium X-Ray or ultrasound, which shows a mass in the intestinal tract, often near the 
junction between the stomach and the small intestine (duodenum).   Often this mass is presumed to be some type of 
cancer.  It is extremely important to do a blood test to diagnose or rule out pythiosis.  The cost is small ($45) and if the 
patient has pythiosis instead of cancer there is a treatment that has shown significant success at a cost most 
owners can afford; $150 for a vial of 3 injections (Oct 2015).  Send blood sample to Robert Glass/PAVLAB. 
 

While several treatments may be used to combat Pythium infection, none of the conventional treatments have shown 
more 20-25% success.  Even when the lesions are in a location that allows surgical removal of the mass, success is 
limited.  A recent development in this arena is an Immunotherapy product. This product is a mixture of (non-infectious) 
proteins purified from the Pythium organism which is injected into the patient.  This treatment seeks to stimulate the 
patient’s own immune system to fight the infection and has demonstrated a success rate as high as 53% when used in 
conjunction with conventional treatments.  This treatment was initially developed to treat pythiosis in horses and has 
shown above 90% success in that species.  Research and clinical trials are ongoing on a “Canine” version of this product, 
which has shown very encouraging results (+/- 75% success) in initial small-scale studies. 
 
 

 

Robert L. Glass, President 
Pan American Vet Labs 
166 Brushy Creek Trail 
Hutto, Texas 78634 
www.pavlab.com  
800 856 9655 
 

Dr. Richard D. Hansen 
President 
Pythium Technologies, Inc. 
Newcastle, Oklahoma 
 
 

Early diagnosis increases the dog’s chance for survival. Hopefully in the future, testing for pythium will be a standard procedure; until then, If diarrhea does not show an 
improvement within a few days using standard treatment you should consider testing for pythium.  If the results are negative, but a specific diagnosis is not made, then consider 
retesting a week or two later.  Beret, pictured above is my dog.  Please Share Awareness of Pythiosis.   Additional information on the Facebook group page:  Pythiosis                             
J Norris       Also, please educate yourself about Lagenidium; often misdiagnosed as Pythium. 
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For more information:  
 https://www.facebook.com/groupls/pythiosis/        www.pavlab.com           www.pythiosis.com   

 

 

Leonel Mendoza, MSU, PhD 
Biomedical Laboratory Diagnostics 
Program/Department of Microbiology 
Michigan State University 
354 Farm Lane, Room N324 
East Lansing MI 48824-5672 
**2010 National Mycology Award 
 

 

Ellie - Florida 

The dogs & horse pictured are only a few of the animals that have SURVIVED Pythiosis. 





Member Brags
Bette, GCH, CH, SHR Rowansgaard 
Blithe Spirit JH, WC, DJ, CGC won 
coveted BEST VETERAN in Sweeps at 
the SSFCRC Supported Entry in Lake-
land.  She then turned around and earned 
her Dock Junior title for dock diving the 
very next day.  Not bad for an ol’ gal.
   ~Kelli Riggs

Karen and Jim Brown  would like 
to announce their  first home bred 
Senior Hunter!! CH Whispering Oak 
Hang ‘Em High CGC, DS, SH (Coo-
per)
Coop earned his SH at the Mid 
Florida Golden Retriever Hunt Test 
on Feb. 10th. He was handled by his 
trainer and best buddy, Eddie Rodri-
guez. Cooper is now busy training 
for the next step, Master Hunter. We 
are very proud of our boy!

Ginger, CH, HR, 
USJ Ravenswood 
Major N’ Minor 
SH, CD, DS, WC, 
CGC earned her 
Hunting Retriever 
title at the CFHRC Hunt Test in Montverde in Feb-
ruary.  Ginger is 100% owner/handled and owner/
trained.
 ~Kelli Riggs

Bonnacord Bard of Strathdon, 
ED, entered his first Barn Hunt 
trial at the Strawberry Cluster 
in Lakeland FL in February. He 
earned his RI (Rat Instinct) on 
Saturday and then earned two 
more legs later in the day, plus 
he was high in class for the day. 
On Sunday morning he finished 
off his RAT-N (Rat Novice) title 
with his third leg in 3 attempts. 
~Rob Bitler

Brooksville Winter Circuit
“Gordo” Cheswynd’s to the Moon and Back
New Champion
WD at the TBVC Specialty
~Laurel Medley



Bonnie Blue, GCH, CH, HR, UH, USJ 
Labrys Earth’s Pretty Promise SH, DS, WCX, 
RATI, CGC tried a new game at the Straw-
berry Cluster and received her very first Barn 
Hunt Title.  I think she has found a new way 
to spend mommy’s money.
~Kelli Riggs

Brooksville Winter Circuit
“Beckett”, TruBlu You Have the Right 
New Champion
Best in Sweepstakes TBVC Specialty
BOS TBVC Specialty
~Laurel Medley

Brooksville Winter Circuit
“Ashe”, GCH Firelight Citius Altius Fortius at 
TruBlu
2- BOB, 2- BOS, 2- Selects, 6- BOBOH, 1- 
OH Grp 1, 2- OH Grp 2
~Laurel Medley

Silas - GRCH Sanderling Panache Covenant SH 
BN RA CGCA entered his first dock diving com-
petition.  
He earned 3 passes at Junior level and 3 passes at 
Senior level.  He was 6/6.
Silas will be 9 next month.  I believe this is his new 
adventure.  His best jump was 15’ 3” 
~Deanna Jaffey

From Stephanie Brooks:  
GCH CH Impulse Passion 4 Fashion returned to the 
show ring 4 months post whelping at the South Dade 
Kennel Club shows March 2, 2018 and was awarded Se-
lect Bitch and BOBOH for the last point needed to earn 
her Bronze Grand Champion. She ranks in the top 25 
Lifetime Grand Champion Points for Labrador Retriev-
ers in Florida by AKC’s website with events processed 
through 2/17/18. Passion is a wonderful chocolate girl 
that I am blessed to co-own with Dr. Betty W. Mayer 
and my daughter, Katherine A. Brooks.





5 Projects for After Bird Hunting Season
Bob West January 5th, 2016  | GunDog Magazine 
http://www.gundogmag.com/training/5-projects-for-after-bird-hunting-season/

Across many of our bird hunting regions seasons will be winding down and the weather will be taking a turn for 
the worse when you read this.

Post-season bird hunting means valuable one-on-one time with your canine. Older dogs with good basics only require a refresher, but 
on the other hand if you’re ready to admit old Bowser needs a solid course, then what better time to get to it then now.

So rather than an article on “How to Keep Your Pointer Steady when Four Roosters Blow out of the Snow-cov-
ered Cattails Three Feet from His Nose,” let’s look at a few small projects, that won’t get in the way of the “hon-
ey-do list”’ your wife is preparing for you to tackle when bird season ends.

“Four Roosters…” Sorry, kind of lost my head for a second with that intro. I guess it’s one of those flashbacks 
you have when you get to my age…in any case, let me offer up a quick checklist of possible projects for after bird 
hunting season.

1. Work on fundamental commands. There is no time in a dog’s life when the basics aren’t important. With a 
young dog this is a great time of year to spend working on key commands and building on them as we nur-
ture the learning process and shape our “canine good citizen” and prepare him for more advanced commands 
and drills in the months to come.  
 
But let me suggest this is a great time of year to refresh those same basic commands with older dogs as well. 
Older dogs with good basics only require a refresher, but on the other hand if you’re ready to admit old 
Bowser needs a solid course, then what better time to get to it?  
 
Can anyone say his or her dog worked perfectly throughout the bird hunting season? I’m guessing not. Quite 
often the problem is rooted in the fact that somewhere along the line our foundation training was flawed, 
skipped or shortcut.  
 
I feel it’s usually not advisable to fuss with the problem directly; rather, time is better spent thinking through 
the procedure, then backing up and working your dog through the training process once more, taking partic-
ular care to see that all steps are completely understood and obeyed as you progress. Most often when you’re 



finished you’ll find the problem has been corrected.   
 
If you’re interested in information on basic training, please check out the listing of books and videos available 
through our Gun Dog Library. gundogmag.com/

2. Check out sporting dog clubs. If you feel you might like a little help with your training, seek out the breed 
club for your specific breed or look into the possibility of joining a hunt test or field trial club. Whether or 
not you feel you’d enjoy competing, these clubs all offer tremendous possibilities.  
 
Not only will you meet a bunch of really great people—people with like interests in dogs, hunting and train-
ing—but you’ll find these folks provide multiple benefits at all levels of experience and can help you with 
your training as well as appreciate your help with their training. Yet another benefit is found in the available 
training equipment (shared or club-owned), boats, bird releasers, launchers, etc.  
 
And don’t forget conservation organizations like Ducks Unlimited, Pheasants Forever, Quail Forever and the 
Ruffed Grouse Society. Not only do these groups support conservation; they all conduct educational sessions/
seminars promoting training, exercising, feeding and conditioning of working gun dogs.  
 
To quote an old friend: “If you hunt but don’t support one or more of these conservation organizations, 
shame on you.”  
 
Without these groups our sport would be in real trouble, not only due to the loss of habitat and subsequent 
diminished bird and other wildlife numbers, but also because of legislation related to our access and freedom 
to hunt.  
 
Our conservation organizations are continually working for us so give some thought to joining if you haven’t 
already done so.

Joining a sporting dog club provides great opportunity to advance your dog’s training with people of similar interests who can help 
with advice, training equipment and support as your dog progresses. Testing your dog with organizations like NAVHDA in effect ex-

tends your hunting season by keeping you and your dog active with training sessions and testing days.

3. Schedule a checkup with your veterinarian. This is another project you should check off your list. Most of us 
are pretty good about pre-season checkups but I’m sure many folks forget or don’t realize the importance of a 
follow-up after season’s end.  
 



However, realizing nearly six months may have passed since the fall checkup, and that during hunting sea-
son our dogs are stressed to the max from travel and hard work in cold, harsh conditions, I suggest a general 
health check even if your dog appears to be the picture of health. At the same time, his shot protocol can be 
brought up to date as necessary.

4. Follow-up call to thank land owners. Good hunting grounds are harder to find each year, so a call or maybe a 
card thanking landowners and letting those folks know how appreciative you are for the opportunity to hunt 
their ground is the least you could do to “cement” the relationship and possibly ensure access for next season.  
 
If you’re lucky enough to live relatively close to the property you’ve hunted, volunteer a day or two of work.

5. Clean, organize and store hunting equipment. Clothing, guns, ammo, training collars, etc., should all be thor-
oughly inspected before they are put away for the season. There’s nothing like putting on a hunting vest for a 
spring training session and finding that salami sandwich you planned on eating last fall.  
 
Training collars should be cleaned and charged, guns cleaned and properly stored, ammo sorted, wiped 
down and segregated. For hunting clothes, vests, pants and coats, dump out all the pockets, check for needed 
repair, cleaning or replacement. I understand worn clothes are sometimes considered a badge of honor, but 
there is a limit.

Throughout the year, your hunting gear takes brutal punishment. Everything from your gun, and clothes; you your best friend’s e-col-
lar. Cleaning and storing away all your hunting items in a clean, scent free ben, can be a post-season bird hunting project that will get 

you thinking about the upcoming season and get you off the couch in the process.

As you might guess, I’m the guy with a mix of weed seeds and shotshells in his vest pockets and a couple rust 
spots on the old double so I’ll be taking some of my own advice…but not until I’ve checked to see if there might 
be time for one more trip to Texas before quail season closes.

Having some easy projects to keep you and your hunting dog busy during the off-season will not only benefit the 
both of you, but will keep you off the couch during those long winter months.



EVENTS



We are looking for contributors for: Conformation, Field (pointing 
& Retrieving), Agility, Rally, Tracking and all performace events. 

We welcome articles & stories about all kinds of events so that others 
can learn what these activities are and how they can get involved.  

 
Share your Stories & Information to: 

FSDANewsletter@FLSportingdogs.com


